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of r-Controlled Game Board
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INTRODUCTION

I created this game to give students a fun way to learn to read r-controlled 
syllable type words. There are 6 syllable types, and r-controlled is one of the 
six types.  Spelling r-controlled words require visual memory and experience, 
but when reading, there are just a few tips students need to know to make 
them better readers. 

Students who struggle in reading think that reading is a game of guessing, 
and as they read they are hoping that they will eventually become accurate 
guessers.  What they don’t realize is that reading has a code.  I tell my 
students that they are sharp enough to learn the rules to break the reading 
code, and that most words are decodable since 85%  of our language is 
decodable.  Therefore, it is easier for students to learn reading rules rather 
than trying to memorize every word they read.  If a word is not decodable,  
I tell them it is a sight word, and that is a word they are to memorize.  

The way I designed the lay out of this game makes it a little easier for 
students to learn the 5 sounds to the 5 spellings of r-controlled words.  The 
5 r-controlled sounds are: /ar/, /air/, /ear/, /ir/, /or/.  As students play the 
game boards, they become better informed as readers, and the guessing 
begins to disappear.  Here is a sample game board of -ar saying /ar/ in car. 
If you would like the other 11 games boards purchase this packet: 
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-the-5-Sounds-of-r-
Controlled-Vowels-1438226

Students will then learn all the spellings and sounds of r-controlled syllables.   

When teaching r-controlled, tell students that these syllables are called 
–r-controlled because the –r is in control and the vowel is out of control.  
Instead, of the vowels making their normal short/long sounds, the –r decides 
what sound the vowel is going to make.

Game Directions:  Students are to cover their entire board with games 
pieces/chips.  Each student then takes a turn, roll a die, and whatever 
number the die lands on is the column from which the student is to remove 
the game piece and read a word. The first one to remove and read all their 
words win. 
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/ar/ /ar/ /ar/ /ar/ /ar/ /ar/

car stark bar carpet farm park

far arch barn chart jar party

par arm guitar dark large smart

star army car dart Mars bark

guitar art cards far tar start

1 2 3 4 5 6

Clear  the Board

ar says /ar/

3

M
r. P

oi
nd

ex
te

r S
qu

ea
ke

rs


